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INVENTORY  OF  FOOD  PRODUCTS  AND  BEVERAGES  IN  RETAIL 

FOOD  STORES 

By  George  H.  Goldsborough,  agricultural  economist  and 
Michael  G.  Van  Dress ,  marketing  specialist 
Market  Development  Research  Division 
Agricultural  Marketing  Service 

BACKGROUND  AND  PROCEDURE 

This  study  presents  a  special  tabulation  of  the  retail  food,  inventory 
data  collected  in  connection  with  the  1957  Retail  Food  Inventory  Survey  and 
first  reported  in  Marketing  Research  Report  No.  286,  "Number  of  Days  Supply 
of  Food  and  Beverages  in  Retail  Stores,  A  Civil  Defense  Study,"  November  1958. 
The  initial  purpose  of  collecting  these  data  was  to  provide  a  basis  for 
developing  information  helpful  to  the  Office  of  Civil  and  Defense  Mobilization 
in  planning  emergency  feeding  programs „  Marketing  Research  Report  No.  286 
indicates  the  number  of  days  the  food  and  beverages  in  stock  at  the  retail 
level  would  maintain  the  population  at  specified  consumption  rates  by  regions 
and  by  country  population  densities. 

Because  of  the  interest  of  various  groups  dealing  with  specific  commodities 

in  knowing  what  the  physical  quantities  were,  the  original  data  are  presented 

in  pounds  in  this  report  for  the  continental  United  States  and  the  four  Census 
regions  (figure  l) . 

The  details  of  methodology,  covered  fully  in  Marketing  Research  Report 
No.  286  are  not  repeated  here.  The  basic  data  were  obtained  from  retailers 
in  the  spring  of  1957*  Inventory  data  were  gathered  for  239  food  items  and 
the  number  of  retailers  selected  to  report  for  any  one  commodity  was  in  direct 
proportion  to  the  estimated  importance  of  that  commodity  in  total  retail  food 
stores. 

To  produce  estimates  of  number  of  days '  supply  on  hand,  the  physical 
volume  of  food  and  beverages  was  first  converted  to  caloric  values.  Then  the 
usual  daily  per  capita  calorie  requirement  figure  was  divided  into  the  total 
calories  available  per  person  in  retail  food  stores.  A  similar  analysis  in 
terms  of  fluid  ounces  was  made  for  all  nonconcentrated  beverages  except 
alcoholic  liquors. 

As  with  any  study  conducted  using  sample  data,  estimated  totals  are 
subject  to  sampling  variation  or  error  and  may  not  agree  precisely  with  data 
derived  from  a  complete  enumeration.  Estimated  totals  for  individual  items 
are  shown  in  tables  1  and  2  following,  where  the  approximate  coefficients  of 
variation,  or  sampling  errors,  did  not  exceed  50  percent.  Items  having  a 
larger  sampling  error  were  combined  with  one  or  more  of  the  most  closely 
related  items  in  the  same  food  group.  Because  the  sampling  error  is  less  for 
national  than  for  regional  data,  it  was  possible  to  show  a  substantially 
greater  number  of  items  on  a  United  States  basis  than  on  a  regional  basis. 


RESULTS 

In  total,  United  States  retail  food  stores  (excluding  -warehouses) 
carried  an  estimated  5,778,359,000  pounds  of  foods  and  beverages  in  inventory 
on  a  day  in  the  spring  of  1957  (table  l).  Canned,  preserved,  and  frozen  foods 
were,  "by  far,  the  most  important  food  group,  accounting  for  slightly  more  than 
31  percent,  with  "beverages  next  at  about  l6  percent  of  the  total.  The  most 
important  single  foods  volumevise  in  inventory  for  each  food  group  were: 
Fresh  and  frozen  beef,  for  meat  packing  plant  products;  fluid  milk,  including 
skimmed  milk,  for  dairy  products;  canned  soups  and  chowders,  including  frozen 
soups,  for  canned,  preserved,  and  frozen  foods;  enriched  and  plain  flour, 
excluding  blends,  mixes,  and  self -rising  flour,  for  grain  mill  products; 
cookies,  for  bread  and  related  products;  candy  sold  by  the  piece,  bar,  or 
package,  retailing  for  more  than  10  cents,  excluding  candy  sold  in  pounds  or 
multiple-pound  boxes,  for  confections;  cola,  root  beer,  and  sarsaparilla 
flavors  of  bottled  carbonated  soft  drinks,  among  the  beverages;  canned  dog 
and  cat  food  and  roasted  coffee,  among  the  miscellaneous  preparations;  and 
oranges  and  white  potatoes,  among  the  fresh  fruits  and  vegetables. 

Retailers  in  the  South  carried  larger  inventories  than  those  in  the  other 
three  regions.  The  smallest  inventories  were  carried  by  retailers  in  the 
West  (table  2).  However,  there  were  some  variations  between  food  groups  in 
relative  regional  importance  in  terms  of  stocks  on  hand.  Retailers  in  the 
South  maintained  the  largest  stocks  of  meat  packing  plant  products,  grain  mill 
products,  bread  and  related  products,  beverages,  miscellaneous  preparations, 
sugar  products,  and  fresh  items.  The  largest  retail  stocks  of  dairy  products, 
canned,  preserved,  and  frozen  foods,  and  confectionery  products  were  found 
in  the  North  Central  region. 

The  tables  which  follow  present  the  detail  for  individual  food  items, 
where  feasible  and  for  the  major  food  groups,  classified  as  nearly  as 
possible  as  in  the  195^  Census  of  Manufactures. 
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